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Parts of northern England and Scotland have been flooded after what’s expected to be record rainfall.
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The Army has evacuated homes in Cumbria and the Scottish Borders.
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Floods trapped livestock on a bank in Lyth Valley.
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Tens of thousands of homes have lost power,
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Emergency crews are using boats to carry people to safety.
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Well, we're dealing with an incredibly serious situation — what has happened the level of the rivers plus the
level of rainfall has created an unprecedented effect and so some very serious flooding.
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The Cobra call has been important, because we've decided to deploy more military resources, more military
personnel, to help.
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But let me say the emergency services have done a fantastic job and continue to do so and they deserve the
whole nation's thanks.
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But of course, at this time of year particularly.
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we all feel huge sympathy with those who have been flooded and have had to leave their homes.
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Obviously, we do seem to face more of these extreme weather events and problems of floods.
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People are told that things that are one in 50 or one in 100, or one in 200 years they seem to be happening
more often.
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So what we should be doing is continuing with the very high level of investment in flood defences.
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More spent in this parliament than the last parliament and the last parliament, more than the one before that.
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But whenever these things happen, you should look at what you've spent look at what you've built, look at
what you're planning to spend.
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look at what you're planning to build, and ask whether it's in the right places.
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whether it's enough, whether we're doing everything we can to try and help.
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'200-year flood' ravages southern
Norway
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The storm Synne pummeled southern Norway over the weekend,
bringing floods and transport woes.

The storm Synne caused a so-called '200-year flood' over the weekend, | 7%
causing many Norwegians to be evacuated from their homes and
affecting road and rail traffic in numerous locations
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Heavy downpour causes flash floods

around Singapore

High water levels were reported in the Thomson and Novena areas, while part of
Orchard Road was reportedly blocked when a tree fel
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Freak storm rips though Sydney with tornadoes, flooding, hail,
200kph winds (PHOTO, VIDEO)
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Fierce, deadly floodwaters have swallowed parts of Missouri Businesses and homes with water up to the
roof.
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A combination of heavy rainfall and rising river levels have crews swamped with rescue calls.
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Under a state of emergency, hundreds of roads and portions of interstate highways are closed.
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Close to 20 vulnerable levees are being closely monitored.
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A wastewater treatment plant shut down after sewage leaked into nearby rivers and streams.
J57K B N RAR - B RS KRR B AT AU NE -

Teams of volunteers, forced from their homes, started sandbagging.
AR R R [ Y SRR B et D EL

Just grabbed everything in, and walk out the door... pretty much.
FERETTEE - ZMRHER - KMERS -

We emptied our basement out of anything important.
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The governor activated the National Guard.
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It’s expected the Mississippi River could crest at over 13 meters, near historic levels.
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[Jay Nixon Missouri Governor
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Water levels in some locations are predicted to exceed the historic crests during the Great Flood of 1993.
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In 93, the river ravaged several states 50 people died, 100,000 homes were destroyed.
1993 4 » Bl o3 66~ /K R - 50 Ae24: - 10 EREFER -

But the Mississippi River flood of 1927 remains the most destructive in US history with more than 200
flood-related deaths.
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Many who lost their lives over the past few days, were in vehicles swept away by the torrential waters.
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Infrastructure to prevent flooding, emergency resources and hundreds of National Guard are no match for
the surging Mississippi.
PtEE ~ MES BRI ST A B R - Al BB & e e L -

They’re working the way that they’re supposed to work... but the amount of water that we’ve received is
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just overwhelming the systems that we have.
DAt et 4 H0 I AR (K EE T RS A -

And this is not over. There’re still several more hours before the river crests and water levels recede
revealing the destruction left behind.
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On the banks of the Meramec. Tuesday Fenton residents looked to save whatever they could before it was
too late.
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Chandler Vonderahe was one of those people.
Chandler Vonderahe 2 H.fr—f7 B -

He was in his house this morning, gathering up his last few valuables.
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| was just trying to move my things up to higher ground.
HATHE SR PE R0 I B = 3t 7
But unfortunately for him, the Meramec would not wait.
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Its rushing waters quickly surrounded his home.
ek KR (L T YK

The waters started coming up pretty quick and before I knew it, I was kind of overwhelmed, had to call the
fire department to bail me out.
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Emergency crews sent two boats to Vonderahe.
LR A BRI E] Vonderahe Y5 -

One to take him off his roof the other to back up the first boat in case anything bad were to occur.
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He was happy help came but was concerned about what was in store next for his home.
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I have lived in that house for 11 years.
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It’s about four and a half feet into my downstairs right now.

AL KA EHERAE T 4.5 FRE -

By the time everything said and done, it'll probably be a foot upstairs.
—UlEg - ApeEEE B 1 R -

He has learned one lesson that he will use in the future, especially if he ever finds himself in the same
situation again.
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Get out as quickly as possible!
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We wanna start with showing you the incredible video that we are getting out of Southern California right
now.
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Yeah, take a look at this. The hills blazing all along this highway.
R FeFBE - LDKOEE ARSI -

Drivers blinded by the thick smoke. The flames whipped up by strong winds as well and that fire right now
is still growing.

ARHUEERRIEZ H - JOEHGREERE - FREKEHEIE] -

Families in the path forced to evacuate.
TR E RO BTRL -

Firefighters cutting short their Christmas to fight these flames overnight.
M B e BT R - R
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And ABC’s Kayna Whitworth is right there in Ventura County with more.
ABC 323 Kayna Whitworth [F7EStA-fr R -

Kayna, good morning to you.
Kayna » F.27 |

Cecilia, good morning.
Cecilia » 27!

So we have a very fast wind-driven fire this morning that has literally exploded overnight.
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You can clearly see the dramatic flames behind me and this road is closed.
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But as these cars are passing me - these are official vehicles. We've got firefighters out here, of course
Ventura County sheriffs.
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The fire started up here on this hillside but the wind pushed it all down.
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And authorities were hoping that Highway 101 would be a natural break for the fire.
& e 101 APSRER RAREE K KA RIRFRIE -

But because the wind is so heavy, it was pushing embers across clearly over the highway and now burning
straight down to the ocean.
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Just as Christmas is winding down, overnight, firefighters battling a fast-moving blaze.
ANEEFEAS R B DHIT B TR BV B A A KO

Oh my God. Crazy winds.
RIB > A !

Winds gusting 45 miles an hour, pushing flames down the hills of Ventura County.
HRF 2R 45 J B B R K HE SO AR AL T -

Dozens of homes in its path, burning 900 acres.
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Oh my God, we are driving through fire.
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The fire sending embers up flying causing the California Highway Patrol to shut down portions of major

highways.
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Stonehenge is a prehistoric monument located In Wiltshire, England, about
2 miles (3 km) west of Amesbury and 8 miles (13 km) north of Salisbury.
One of the most famous sites In the world, Stonehenge is the remains of a

ring of standing stones that is between 4,000 and 5,000 years old. See the
fact file below for more interesting information and facts about
Stonehenge.
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Stonehenge is a prehistoric monument located In Wiltshire, England, about
2 miles (3 km) west of Amesbury and 8 miles (13 km) north of Salisbury.
One of the most famous sites In the world, Stonehenge is the remains of a

ring of standing stones that is between 4,000 and 5,000 years old. See the
fact file below for more interesting information and facts about

Stonehenge
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It is true that the world has had to confront moments of darkness this year, but the Gospel of John contains
a verse of great hope often read at Christmas carol services —“The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it”.
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One cause for thankfulness this summer was marking 70 years since the end of the Second World War.
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On VJ day we honoured the remaining veterans of that terrible conflict in the Far East as well as
remembering the thousands who never returned.
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The procession from Horse Guards Parade to Westminster Abbey must have been one of the slowest ever

because so many people wanted to say “thank you” to them.
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At the end of that war the people of Oslo began sending an annual gift of a Christmas tree for Trafalgar
Square.
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It has 500 light bulbs and is enjoyed not just by Christians but by people of all faiths, and of none.
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At the very top sits a bright star to represent the Star of Bethlehem.
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